
STUDIO
INDIA

In the summer semester 2025, Urbanism, Architecture & Society Unit (UASU) is cooperating with 
the NGO Ganga Valley Educational Trust in the Indian state of Uttarakhand. The NGO is looking 
for creative design proposals for the construction of a boarding school for about 500 children in 
Singuni, a remote village at the foot of the Himalayas. The studio aims to support the NGO in 
creating designs that are functional and affordable, responsive to the location and climate, and 
make use of regional resources and knowledge. The building must be planned in such a way that 
it can be built incrementally, over the course of two-to-three phases. The studio also engages with 
the changes to vernacular architecture that have unfolded as a result of globalization, which has 
reached even the most remote parts of the upper Ganga Valley. 

What natural resources are available? What craftsmanship still exists? How can old and new 
building methods be combined? These and many more questions are what we will explore together.

WHEN   Wednesdays & Thurdays // 8.30 - 16.30
START   5 February
CREDITS   16 ECTS
COLLABORATORS   Isha Haselsberger (Arch Aid Association), Rohit Chaudhary (Ganga 
Valley Educational Trust)
GOOD TO KNOW   Due to the intentions of the NGO to build the school, there may be 
opportunities to continue working on this project (or parts thereof ) in the Pro Bono module.

CONTACT Daniel // daniel.haselsberger@uni.li

STUDIO
JOZI

Architecture & Society Unit (UASU) is offering an advanced studio for a small cohort of 
students passionate about understanding how people shape their own environments. 
What fosters the creative adaptation of space? How can it be supported and expanded?

In the studio, we will delve into one of Africa’s most vibrant urban places: Johannesburg, 
South Africa. “Makers Valley” - located in the heart of the city - will be our particular 
area of focus. Artists, cultural practitioners, artisans, urban gardeners, carpenters, 
shoemakers, metal and woodworkers, clothing designers, and many others, live and 
work in Makers Valley. We will analyze its evolving community culture, identifying 
forms of creativity, sharing, giving, learning, participation, and positive change - and 
how we might translate this into urban and/or architectural design. 

WHEN  Wednesdays & Thurdays // 8.30 - 16.30
START  4 September
CREDITS  16 ECTS
COLLABORATORS  Thireshen Govender (UrbanWorks) & Tanya Zack (Wits)
GOOD TO KNOW  The semester is being supported by the Liechtenstein-Swiss 
Embassy. We will exhibit the results of our design studio, along with any associated 
independent study or research semester projects, at the Swiss-South African Science 
Days in December 2024 and at the Swiss Residence beginning in January 2025.
CONTACT  Lindsay // lindsay.howe@uni.li 
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