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Clay is traditionally known as an materia prima for brick manufacturing especially in the Netherlands, Belgium and the Region
around Liechtenstein but has an even longer history in local uses in all the partner countries, where different techniques like
rammed earth, pisé or adobe bricks were widely used next to other local building traditions like wood constructions. It is the focus
of this research module to unveil these local traditions, to collect knowledge about the former uses and to transfer experiences
into current building processes.

Clay construction is originally one of the most sustainable building systems which has been neglected since the last cen-
tury and has lost its role dramatically due to the focus on industrial building processes. Since the recent changes in perspective
on the building sector, the interest has grown on the different types of use of clay in Europe. Clay is widely available and can
be locally processed almost everywhere. In this research, we will explore the broad varieties of the traditional use of clay in the
Bodensee Rheintal Vorarlberg region: clay infills in timber frame constructions, hybrid wattle and daub systems consisting of
interwoven sticks or reeds, with a covering of mud or clay similar to Bahareque and other techniques, that were widely used and
often rendered, and were more typical than rammed earth walls.

The Independent Study module is part of the Erasmus+ project “Crafting Clay - Exploring circularity with local earth” that
aims to develop a wide interest in the use of clay on various levels of teaching and researching. In interlinking the knowledge of
the different Universities, of local experts as well as regional manufacturers on an international level, a broad range of unexpected
outcomes are expected, and new results of hybrid construction techniques and possible uses will be produced.
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