
SEMINARWEEK 
LEIPZIG

We will all travel together to Leipzig and visit our construction site at Liliensteinstrasse 29-
31 in Leipzig Grünau. There, we will critically review and reflect on the design approaches 
and work on them together on site. We will also meet very different people who will tell us 
about the housing strategies of the GDR. The ideals were shaped by social justice, in that 
all strata of the population, from workers to professors, should have appropriate housing. 
Where the existing stock was insufficient, this was to be achieved by constructing large 
housing estates using prefabricated construction methods. 

Designed for up to 85,000 people, the Grünau housing complex is one of the largest prefa-
bricated housing estates in the GDR, alongside Berlin-Marzahn and Halle-Neustadt. Equip-
ped with hot water, central heating and the necessary urban infrastructure, an apartment 
in the WBS 70 housing series was considered a luxury when it was first occupied. After 
years of economic decline and the associated depopulation, Grünau has fallen into disfa-
vour since the reunification. Today, Leipzig is one of the fastest-growing cities in Germany. 
The resulting pressure on housing requires a new approach to this district.

Course	 Seminarweek Summer Semester 2026 ; integral part of the Studio NLG
Dates 		 Sunday, 1 March – Friday, 6 March 2026. Arrival and departure are to 
		  be organised independently. We will take care of your accommodation.
Costs	  	 ca. 450 CHF, including admission fees and a group dinner
Contact 	 Daniel: daniel.haselsberger@uni.li, Felix: felix.schaller@uni.li, 
		  Reem: reem.almannai@uni.li 

STUDIO
JOZI

Architecture & Society Unit (UASU) is offering an advanced studio for a small cohort of 
students passionate about understanding how people shape their own environments. 
What fosters the creative adaptation of space? How can it be supported and expanded?

In the studio, we will delve into one of Africa’s most vibrant urban places: Johannesburg, 
South Africa. “Makers Valley” - located in the heart of the city - will be our particular 
area of focus. Artists, cultural practitioners, artisans, urban gardeners, carpenters, 
shoemakers, metal and woodworkers, clothing designers, and many others, live and 
work in Makers Valley. We will analyze its evolving community culture, identifying 
forms of creativity, sharing, giving, learning, participation, and positive change - and 
how we might translate this into urban and/or architectural design. 

WHEN  Wednesdays & Thurdays // 8.30 - 16.30
START  4 September
CREDITS  16 ECTS
COLLABORATORS  Thireshen Govender (UrbanWorks) & Tanya Zack (Wits)
GOOD TO KNOW  The semester is being supported by the Liechtenstein-Swiss 
Embassy. We will exhibit the results of our design studio, along with any associated 
independent study or research semester projects, at the Swiss-South African Science 
Days in December 2024 and at the Swiss Residence beginning in January 2025.
CONTACT  Lindsay // lindsay.howe@uni.li 
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